Endangered Animals


The diversity of life is very large.  Planet Earth is home to an incredible variety of animal life.  There are about 4,600 mammal species (one of which is humans), almost 9,700 bird species, about 8,000 reptile species, about 4,700 amphibian species, and 25,000 different kinds of fish.  Insect species are estimated to be about 10 million species.  Some animal species are found almost all over the world, while some are found only in one very small area of the planet.

The World Conservation Union* gives the following definitions of categories dealing with extinct and threatened animals.
1. EXTINCT (EX) An animal species is Extinct when there is no reasonable doubt that the last individual has died.  (The species has completely died out and disappeared.)  

Today the rate of extinction is very high, especially among mammals and birds.  The biggest threat faced by wild animals today is habitat destruction.  The places where some animals live have been destroyed and are being destroyed for other animals.


The most important weapons in the fight to save endangered species are publicity and education.  By bringing the plight of endangered animals to more people, and by understanding how these creatures live, we can all help save them.  In the last century caring people really did “Save the Whale” and whale numbers are now on the rise.  Most countries have laws protecting their endangered species, but these laws are difficult to enforce.  One of the best ways to protect threatened animals from extinction is to set up wildlife refuges where these animals can live without the threat of hunting, logging, farming, and pollution from civilization.

2. EXTINCT IN THE WILD (EW) 
An animal species is Extinct in the Wild when it is known only to survive in cultivation or in captivity.  An animal species is presumed Extinct in the Wild when exhaustive surveys in known and/or expected habitat, at appropriate times throughout its historic range have failed to record an individual.
3. Threatened

a) CRITICALLY ENDANGERED (CR) 
An animal species is Critically Endangered when it is considered to be facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild.  
      1) For example, an observed, estimated, inferred or suspected population size reduction of 
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90% has occurred over the last 10 years or three generations, whichever is the longer – or – 
      2) For example, Population size estimated to number fewer than 250 mature individuals and an estimated continuing decline of at least 25% within three years or one generation, whichever is longer.

b) ENDANGERED (EN) 
An animal species is Endangered when it is considered to be facing a very high risk of extinction in the wild.
      1) For example, an observed, estimated, inferred or suspected population size reduction of 70% over the last 10 years or three generations, whichever is the longer.
      2) For example, population size estimated to number fewer than 2500 mature individuals and an estimated continuing decline of at least 20% within five years or two generations, whichever is longer.

c) VULNERABLE (VU) 
An animal species is Vulnerable when it is considered to be facing a high risk of extinction in the wild.
     1) For example, an observed, estimated, inferred or suspected population size reduction of [image: image2.png]


50% over the last 10 years or three generations, whichever is the longer.
     2) For example, population size estimated to number fewer than 10,000 mature individuals and an estimated continuing decline of at least 10% within 10 years or three generations, whichever is longer.

4. NEAR THREATENED (NT) 
An animal species is Near Threatened when it is close to qualifying for or is likely to qualify for a threatened category in the near future.


As a part of the process of education about endangered animals today in this lab you will construct some summary pages about specific threatened animal species – the species that are critically endangered, endangered, or vulnerable.  You will use the Internet but will get information about only one endangered animal species from each website, i.e., as part of this process you will explore at least as many different websites as animals you investigate.  Construct one page for each animal and construct as many pages about as many animals as possible.  If you initially have more than one page of information for an animal, then edit the information down to one page.  Print out two copies of the page – one for you and one for me.  Use the indicated format.  (Copy and paste appropriate text into the indicated format into a WORD document.  Edit for content and spacing.  Edit for consistent font type and size.  Right click to copy and then paste the image of the animal into a WORD document with the rest of the information.   Click on the image and drag a corner to resize the image on the page.)
*  The World Conservation Union 

Founded on 5 October 1948 as the International Union for the Protection of Nature (IUPN), following on an international conference in Fontainebleau, France. The organization changed its name into International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) in 1956. In 1990 it was shortened to IUCN -The World Conservation Union. (See http://www.iucnredlist.org/documents/redlist_website_users_guide.pdf and http://www.iucnredlist.org/documents/redlist_cats_crit_en.pdf.)
Common name of animal species:
Scientific name:

Threatened Status:

Image (e.g., ¼ to 1/3 of a page)
Brief description of animal, e.g. size:

Specific Location (small map if available):

Preferred Habitat type:

Current population size:

Current threat, e.g. habitat destruction or poaching

Internet sources for both text and image:
Common name of animal species: Red-cockaded Woodpecker
Scientific name: Picoides borealis
Threatened Status: The species was listed as endangered in 1970 (under a law that preceded the Endangered Species Act of 1973), which means the species is considered in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range.
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Brief description of animal, e.g. size: About the size of the common cardinal, the Red-cockaded Woodpecker is approximately 7 inches long (18 to 20 cm), with a wingspan of about 15 inches (35 to 38 cm). Its back is barred with black and white horizontal stripes. The Red-cockaded Woodpecker's most distinguishing feature is a black cap and nape (the back of the neck) that encircle large white cheek patches. Rarely visible, except perhaps during the breeding season and periods of territorial defense, the male has a small red streak on each side of its black cap called a cockade, hence its name.

Specific Location: southeastern United States: see map
Preferred Habitat type: The Red-cockaded Woodpecker makes its home in mature pine forests; more specifically, those with long-leaf pines averaging 80 to 120 years old and loblolly pines averaging 70 to 100 years old. While other woodpeckers bore out cavities in dead trees where the wood is rotten and soft, the Red-cockaded Woodpecker is the only one which excavates cavities exclusively in living pine trees.

Current population size: Today it is estimated that there are about 4,500 family units (groups) of Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, or 10,000 to 14,000 birds, living in clusters (groups of cavity trees) from Florida to Virginia and west to southeast Oklahoma and eastern Texas, representing about 1 percent of the woodpecker's original range.

Current threat, e.g. habitat destruction or poaching: Habitat destruction.  Only 1 Percent of Its Habitat Left.

Internet sources for both text and image: http://birding.about.com/library/weekly/aa012301a.htm
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/085/galleries/figures/figure-1/image_popup_view
